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Second place went to Shakira Simpkins.  
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Principal’s report 
In 2019, staff at Biloela State High School committed to developing a community of 
learners. This has involved significant work around developing a positive school   cul-
ture by improving student attendance and behaviour, including implementing an At-
tendance Policy, Positive Behaviour for Learning and Classroom Profiling. We have 
also had a strong focus on Writing through the Collins Writing Program.   
 
2019 was a busy and exciting year for the school. Some of the highlights for me  in-
clude: 

Recognition Parade. It was an honour to welcome these students back to school to 
recognise their     outstanding academic achievements and wish them all the best for their future.  

Year 7 and 10 camps and ASDAN and A2B camps. It was great to see these students out of their    
comfort zone, experiencing new challenges, learning about the importance of teamwork and making 
new friendships.  

Our annual sporting carnivals. Congratulations to Flinders for winning all three carnivals including 
swimming, athletics and cross country. I was absolutely blown away by the sporting prowess of our 
students, the level of student participation at each event and the house spirit.  

The Showcase Parade. I was extremely impressed with the artistic talents of our staff.   
Leadership Investiture. We farewelled our 2018/19 student leaders and welcomed our 2019/20 student 

leaders. I would like to sincerely thank our outgoing mentors, house captains and school captains 
for their commitment to the school community and leadership of the student body.  

Teacher versus student competitions culminating in the JBoys Touch Football Competition.            
Congratulations to the teachers for winning this competition for the second year in a row.  

Year 12 Formal and Graduation Ceremony. Congratulations to the ‘Class of 2019’ and best of luck in 
the big wide world.  

 
Whilst school success is often measured by NAPLAN results, QCE achievement or OP scores, I think   
success of a high school can also be seen in how well students transition from school to the world of work, 
training or further education. I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the local community 
for their outstanding support of our students through the provision of work experience and school based 
traineeships and apprenticeships. This year, over 145 students participated in work experience, 5 students 
gained school-based traineeships and 4 students gained school-based apprenticeships. Without your        
ongoing support this simply would not be possible.  
 
This year, the school has invested significantly in improving facilities to ensure positive teaching and   
learning experiences for staff and students. This has included the refurbishment of 9 general classrooms    
in D, E, F and K blocks, the installation of a new state of the art computer laboratory in K Block and the 
construction of an outdoor learning space in Central Park.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to farewell departing staff and wish them all the best for the future.  

Chris Allen started teaching at Biloela State High School in 2016 as an Instrument Music teacher for 
the Callide and Dawson cluster of schools. Next year, Chris has transferred to the Gladstone area.  

Christine Chee started teaching at Biloela State High School in 2017. She has taught English and      
Humanities during her time at the school. Christine has transferred to Albany Creek State High 
School.  

Marian Cowen commenced at Biloela State High School in 2013 as an Agriculture teacher. Next year, 
Marian is transferring to Burnett State College.   

Tracy Dunstan commenced at Biloela State High School in 2016. During her time at the school, she has 
taught Hospitality. Tracy has transferred to Heatley Secondary College next year.  

Gavin Hams started teaching at Biloela State High School in 2015 and was promoted to Technologies 
and Vocational Education and Training Head of Department during his time at the school. Gavin 
has transferred as a teacher to Centenary State High School next year.  

Belinda Jennings commenced at Biloela State High School in 2015 as a Business and Accounting 
teacher.  Belinda has transferred to Bracken Ridge State High School next year. 

Monique Outteridge commenced at Biloela State High School in 2015. Recently Monique has been 
working at Coolum State High School. Monique was successful in being transferred to this location 
permanently next year.  

Rhona BeChaz commenced at Biloela State High School in 2015. Rhona has been working at the 
Thangool State School recently and was successfully transferred to this location permanently next 
year.  
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Deputy Principal’s report 

2019 – The first year for the new QCE 

January – The beginning of the year 11 cohort starting their journey towards the new QCE.  The first two 

weeks of the semester is when students are able to change their subjects after trying each subject.  We     

welcomed new students to our school.  We introduced our students, staff and parents/carers to Stymie –   

empowering students to stand up for their peers, engaging bystanders as the key to disrupting the cycle of 

harm and making our school an even safer place to learn. 

February – It is always a great start to the new school year to celebrate the results of our graduating class of 

2018.  We also began the interhouse rivalry with the annual swimming carnival.  This is a fabulous           

opportunity to foster house spirit and see the amazing sportsmanship and talent that our students have. 

March – A busy term preparing for assessments for the end of term 1.  We continued the interhouse rivalry 

with the cross-country.  For year 10 students, this term culminated in a week of work experience which 

formed part of their Short Course in Career Education.  Thank you to our community for always supporting 

our students.  Our students were able experience prospective jobs and either confirm or re-evaluate their   

career plans. 

This has been a big year for both teaching staff and students with the implementation of the new QCE.  It is 

a credit to everyone involved that this has been seamless. 

Every year I am amazed and privileged to be part of each student transitioning into senior schooling or    
transitioning into their world beyond school. 

Ebony Nancarow commenced at Biloela State High School in 2015. Recently Ebony has been working at 
Thangool State School. Ebony was successful in being transferred to this location permanently next 
year 

 
I have had the pleasure of working with the Biloela State High School Parents and Citizens Association again 
this year. This committed and enthusiastic group or parents have worked tirelessly this year to raise funds to 
support students and the school. I would like to thank the executive members President Chris McKinley, Vice
-President Sandy Baumgart, Secretary Cathie Dendle and Treasurer Noeline Melville for their leadership and 
all general members for their ongoing support this year.   
 
I strongly believe that a good school is not made by one person, but a team of people. The staff of Biloela 
State High School are an amazing team and I am very lucky to have been a part of this teaching and learning 
community. Teachers and ancillary staff are truly dedicated to every student succeeding and passionate about 
providing opportunities for all students to enrich their educational experience and broaden their horizons.  
 
Thank you to the staff, students, parents and community for the support you have shown the school this year.   
 
Heather Murry 
Principal 
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April – Wonderful participation in ANZAC day, both the school parade and the town march.   

May – This was our first year with earlier dates for the Athletics Carnival.  Everything ran smoothly and   

everyone appeared to enjoy themselves.  The tractor trophy farmer face off was a highlight and is growing 

every year. 

June – Parent information evening for introducing the new QCE to parents/carers.  This was also the          

opportunity to communicate the upcoming dates for year 10 transition days.  We celebrated the year 12      

Formal in its new timing of the year.  It was lovely to see the students dressed to impress and spend an        

enjoyable evening celebrating with their parents/carers.  Some of them then headed off on the annual ski trip 

to Perisher Valley. 

July – The first of our two year 10 transition days for the students to find out information on each key     

learning area, the new rules for achieving a QCE and the new ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank).  

Following this was the investiture of our new leaders for the 2019/2020 year, where we celebrated the success 

of our outgoing leaders and welcomed the new ones. 

August – We celebrated NAIDOC week with an event for our students, our cluster schools and some of our 

key members of the community.  It is always fun to watch the traditional dancers and see them teach this to 

the students.  Our Subject Information evening occurred at the end of the month, followed by all students 

choosing their subjects for 2020. 

September – This month our focus was on SET Plan interviews with each year 10 student and their parent/

carer to ensure that their chosen subjects match their preferred career paths or leave their options open when 

they were unsure of what they wanted to do in for a job.  Our final cohort of OP eligible students in year 12 

participated in the QCS test; two full days of testing, and the privilege of being able to say they were the last! 

October – Our valuable relationship with JBoys continued this month with the second of our two excursions 

for our year 11 & 12 students to Gympie to complete their Driver Awareness course with Roadcraft.  The year 

11 students had their exam block this month, with many students sitting two hour exams to prepare them for 

their external exams at the end of year 12.  They then began studying their Unit 3 topics.  

November – Our second and final transition day for year 10 into 11 students.  Students participated in the 

subjects that they have chosen for 2020 and were taught the first lesson of these subjects.  The final weeks for 

years 10, 11 & 12.  For our year 12 students, finishing school after 12 or 13 years of official schooling.  This 

involved final exams, transition week and graduation.  For our year 10 students, they headed off on their camp 

to Emu Gully.  The year 11 students then embarked on their University trip to Brisbane. 

 

Tania Roach 

Deputy Principal (Senior Secondary) 

 

 



2019 

Junior Secondary - Deputy Principal Report 

We seem to come to the end of each school year with increasingly alarming speed 

and as our students conclude their studies for 2019 they are also coming to the end 

of a decade! 

As each generation moves through a decade it is invariably influenced by societal trends and experiences 

that leaves a defining mark on that group. The teens of 2019 have been shaped by the teenage years of the 

21st century. This decade has seen the rise of the use of the smart phone, increasing interconnectedness with 

others through technology while ironically at the same time perhaps becoming less connected with the face 

to face contact with those around us.  

The final year in the decade of 2019 will also have left a mark on the educational experience of many of our 

students. It has been another action packed and busy school year where staff at Biloela State High School 

have offered our Junior Secondary students the opportunity to grow and develop socially, academically and 

culturally through the facilitation of a range of learning experiences.  

Students have had the opportunity to further their academic education through their studies of English, 

Mathematics, Science, Humanities and HPE. In addition, they have participated in a range of ARTS and 

Design Technology subjects such as Drama, Music, Food and Nutrition and Agriculture to name a few.  As 

our students explore their interests in these areas in their Junior Phase of Learning they are preparing   

themselves for the choices they will make in Senior School. I would like to congratulate our current year 9     

students as they have now completed their Junior Phase of learning. Not only do they move into their    

Senior Phase of learning but also the chance to move into Biloela State High School’s senior shirt.  

In addition to the academic studies and assessment associated with studying the Australian Curriculum   

students in years 7 and 9 participated in NAPLAN in 2019 which provides students and parents with a time 

in point snapshot of how they are travelling around foundational Literacy and Numeracy skills. Biloela 

High School, as with many other schools across Australia, will be moving to the NAPLAN online platform 

in 2020 which greatly benefits the speed at which results can be issued to schools. Students also had the 

chance to take part in ICAS testing and other academic pursuits such as Readers Cup and regional       

mathematics tournaments.  

Year 7 students attended their bonding camp in March of this year at Yeppoon. Experiences like this are 

designed to take students out of their comfort zones and challenge them emotionally and physically to grow 

and develop. I would like to thank parents that support their children to attend these experiences. The      

impact of these experiences is often not clearly visible in the short term but can have a considerable impact 

over the long term on our student’s development.  

In addition to camps we also have a number of other community and cultural event that our Junior         

Secondary students have engaged in over the course of 2019. Students had the opportunity to be involved in 

community events such as the ANZAC day march, NAIDOC week, Clean up Australia day as well as a 

range of sporting activities held locally, regionally and across the state.  

As we move into the new decade and school year of 2020 I look forward to continuing to be a part of the 

delivery of curriculum and of a range of educational experiences to provide our students with the chance to 

learn, grow and move into future pathways for their future. 

David Hall 

Deputy Principal (Junior Secondary) 

Deputy Principal’s report 
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P & C Report 

At the end of 2018, our P&C Association and BSHS farewelled Vicki Dendle - our   long-serving Tuckshop 
Convenor. We acknowledge the great work Vicki did in this  role over many years, and wish Vicki well in her 
retirement.  

Our association exists for the students of our school; for our children. We work hard to raise funds to support 
the school in running programs and activities for our kids and to assist in providing important resources to 
support learning areas and facilities. Our P&C Association also plays a key partnership role in making        
decisions in regards to our school. 

Our tuckshop has always been a key fund-raiser for our P&C Association. We appointed Tash Nelson as our 
Convenor this year, and Tash is doing a great job in continuing to help us provide a tuckshop service in our 
school. Thanks also to Colleen Hobson for her work in our tuckshop. The P&C decided over a year ago to   
air condition the tuckshop, and we were pleased to see this become a reality during the September holidays 
this year. Working conditions in the tuckshop during hot weather had become a concern. Thanks to the school 
for partnering with the P&C so this work could be funded.  

In March this year, we ran a Bogan Bingo evening. This was a great night with many community members 
attending and getting involved in the bogan dress-up and fun activities. Thanks particularly to Sandy      
Baumgart and Noeline Melville for their tireless efforts in making this event a reality. A big thankyou also to 
our school staff members who assisted on the evening - without these staff members, we would not have had 
enough people to run this fundraising event. Volunteering on Saturdays for these sorts of activities is not a 
part of a teacher’s job - and we very much appreciate your willingness to go ‘above and beyond’ to help     
support the education of our Over the past few years, it has been difficult to maintain our profit margins in our 
tuckshop. As with all organisations who rely on volunteers to run their activities - we are finding it difficult to 
get enough volunteers to help with tuckshop. This then means that we spend more money on wages, in order 
to keep our tuckshop running, and of course this then reduces our profits. We would urge parents and       
community members to volunteer as you are able - even volunteering a few times a year is helpful. We want 
to acknowledge our tuckshop volunteers - thankyou. We are currently trialling the use of Eftpos facilities in 
our tuckshop. Thanks to Tash for taking this on and being proactive as we continue to find ways of ensuring 
our tuckshop is profitable, while still providing healthy and affordable food for students. 

Our P&C Association would like to acknowledge the work of the BSHS staff – we recognise the commitment 
and dedication of teaching and non-teaching staff members and thank you for the work you do with our     
children. Thank you to Heather Murry and the school admin team. We look forward to continuing to work 
together. Many school policies and procedures have been updated this year, and as parents, we have            
appreciated being able to discuss the drafts of these policies and have input into them.  

Finally, we again encourage the involvement of parents, carers and community members in our association. 
Please consider attending our monthly meetings – we meet on the third Monday of each month, or consider 
volunteering in some other way. You are very welcome to speak with someone at the school or with one of 
our current Executive members on how best to get involved.  

Thank you to our 2019 Executive members and to those parents who have attended our meetings and assisted 
with fundraising this year. As a P&C, we are very pleased to participate in the education of our children – the 
students of Biloela State 
High School. 

 

Cathie Dendle 

Secretary 

P&C Association  
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Burnett House Leaders, Noah and Stuart, organised and ran the Recognition Parade this year, with the help of junior captains, 
Kyle and Dusty. This parade recognised & celebrated the Academic Achievements of those students who received an Overall 
Position (OP) score of 1 – 10, as well as those who successfully combined work and study as they completed a School – based 
Traineeship or Apprenticeship in 2018. 
While the parade celebrates the high achievements of our 2018 alumni, it also serves as a reminder to current students, from 
Year 7 through to Year 12 that we can achieve the goals we set for ourselves. 
The 2018 graduates are a testament to their hard work and determination to achieve their goals.  We congratulate these     
students: Caitlyn – OP 1, Katelyn  – OP 2, Zoe – OP 4, Anna  – OP 7, Lachlan – OP 7, Demi – OP 7, Marni  – OP 9, Tara  – OP 10, 
Gypsie – OP 10.  
 Biloela State High School is extremely proud of the graduating students completing apprenticeships and traineeships, and   
appreciates the support students have received from their families, employers, teachers and Biloela community. Fourteen   
students were recognised for their hard work completing school-based apprenticeships and traineeships, which are an         
important part of the learning process for students as they transition from schooling to work.  We congratulate these students : 
Tyesha - Certificate III in Floristry with Inn Floristry, Hayden  - Certificate III in Engineering in Mechanical Trade with Austins 
Maintenance, Naidia - Certificate III in Business Administration with TEYS Brothers, Cody  - Certificate III in Engineering in     
Mechanical Trade with Karinya Diesel Services, Emily  - Certificate III in Mechanics at BMAS, Abby  - Certificate III in Retail     
Operations with Simmons Bakery, Jessica - Certificate III in Business Administration through Adornato Law, Connor  - Certificate 
III in Plumbing at Bathy’s Plumbing Drainage and Gas and Zac - Certificate III in Carpentry at Callide Constructions.   
We thank the invited guests, 2018 graduates and their parents for returning for the Recognition Parade to share their many 
and varied successes with us.  

By Angeline Mariasoosay and Jessica Austin 
Burnett House Masters 

  

2018 graduates who received an OP 1-10 (L to R): 

Anna, Tara, Gypsie, Marni, Lachlan, Caitlyn 

Traineeship and Apprenticeship 
graduates and employers.  

RECOGNITION 

PARADE 
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Showcase 

Parade 
In term 3 2019, students at Biloela State High School 
showcased their creative talents in the yearly    
Showcase Parade. 

The school was awed by Mr Javernig and the 2019 
Rock Band and Mr Allen and the 2019 Concert Band. 
Jarrod Cullen presented his award winning Lions 
Youth of the Year speech ‘listening to the music’. 

Mrs Zischke’s Junior and Senior Drama students put 
on spectacular performances from their work 
throughout the year. 

Biloela State High School’s very own percussion     
ensemble performed their eisteddfod rendition of 
‘Thriller’ and Miss Malone’s school choir performed a 
beautiful performance of ‘A Million Years’ from ‘The 
greatest Showman’. 

More of our talented year 9 Eisteddfod students  
performed their fantastic take on ‘The Future of    
Tomorrow’ by ‘Pasty Ford Simms’ and the Chamber 
Ensemble students performed their Eisteddfod     
winning performance of ‘Bach’s Choral Number 7’. 

However students at Biloela are not only talented in 
the performing arts, Andy Huang ran us through the 
magnificent Visual Art pieces that the students of 
2019 created and displayed.  

This demonstration was a fantastic reminder that in 
addition to academic and practical skills, Biloela State 
High School students possess an impressive range of 
creative skills as well.  

 

Thank you to all the students and teachers that made 
this Showcase Parade a success . 

By Ryan Visser 

Teacher 
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Burnett House Leaders Flinders House Leaders Lavarack House Leaders Paterson House Lead-

School leaders 2019/20 

Leadership Investiture 

Past and present School leaders 

On Monday 22
nd

July , staff, students, parents and 
community members attended our Leadership  
Investiture ceremony to acknowledge the       
leadership roles of our students as elected by 
their peers. Senior School Captains Callum     
Parker and Caitlyn Degit, Vice Captains Sophie 
Dahtler and Zali Eckel. Junior School Captains 
Subin Tran and Lianne Jornadal, Vice Captains 
Eli Blake and Claire Arnold. Senior House      
Captains (Burnett) Flynn Ogden, (Flinders) Emily 
Authurs and Gabriel Dos Santos, (Lavarack) 
Danika Knight and Michael Lutter, (Paterson) Zali 
Eckel and Ethan Spratt. Junior House Captains 
(Burnett) Claire Arnold and Charley Johnston 
(Flinders) Subin Tran, (Lavarack) Jayden       
Robertson and Bailey Hopkins, (Paterson) Armani 
Kidd and Eli Blake. All student mentors, Interact 
committee members, Student Council executives 
and year level representatives were          
acknowledged. These leaders will hold their      
positions until the end of term 2 in 2020.   
      By Christine Chee
       Teacher 

Interact 

Year 8 Student Mentors 

Year 7 Student Mentors 

Year 9 Student  Mentors 

Year 10 Student Mentors 

Year 11 Student  Mentors Interact Student Council 
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Graduation Ceremony 

Congratulations! To all our graduating Year 12 students of 2019.  Our students enjoyed their final week at 
school undertaking many activities to assist them on the next part of their journey through life.  The students’ 
week culminated in their Graduation Day Ceremony on Friday 15 November. Parents, Carers and family 
members attended the event along with our school community and invited guests.  We wish all the graduating 
students the very best in their future endeavours.  

In the immortal words of our Year 12 Leaders- 

Wow. Time has absolutely flown! It wasn’t that long ago when we were awkward little Grade 8s, wearing 
oversized uniforms, gathering outside the tuckshop for our first day of high school.  

Grade 9 was the year we separated from the grade sevener’s and enjoyed our own lunch area, even if it was 
short-lived. I think it’s safe to say ‘shool’ wasn’t very fun without the ‘C’ in it. We shared so many great 
memories in that building, it will forever hold a special place in our hearts.  

Then came grade 10, where we finally got to wear our senior shirts and become what Miss Roeger calls a 
family.  

Year 11 begun with life lessons at Emu Gully. If you want butter chicken for your ration packs, you gotta 
move fast. Let’s just say it was quite an adventure especially when John the bus driver, absolutely wiped Alex 
out on the mud slopes.  

Our next adventure was Roadcraft as we buckled up and prepared to learn some new road skills. I think we 
can all agree Roadcraft was a bumpy ride! We would like to take this time to thank Barb and Tony again for 
making this possible. The life lessons from that trip are priceless.  

Suddenly it was 2019, and Year 12 had snuck up behind us and tapped us on the shoulder.  

Then came the F word… formal. What a night! The first cohort to have a mid-year formal at Biloela State 
High, and well Miss Roach, you chose a good group to pull it off! We listened to some pretty neat speeches, 
danced the night away and took 50 billion photos.  

Ski trip was a blast as some of us hit the slopes harder than others. Like literally. Some caught the wrong 
train whilst others just missed the train completely, it sure kept the teachers on their toes.  

From humble beginnings to where we are now, what a trip. Thank you to everyone who has helped us create 
lasting memories that we will never forget. We walked into high school as a hodge podge of kids, and we are 
now leaving as a family unit.   

Thanks – we are out.  

 

It seemed like a lifetime ago that these little ones     
entered our hearts, however we are sure they will stay 
there for a long time to come. A wise man once said 
that each memory we make is like a jar on a shelf, and 
when Biloela SHS checks its shelves we sure will have 
some good ones to share together. We wish the 2019 
graduates best of luck in all their future endeavours!  

Gemma Malone 

Teacher 
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Anzac Day 
Students and staff commemorated Anzac Day in a range of services both in the community and at the 

school. On the 24th of April, the school organised a full school parade where a range of students presented 

reading and stories of the significance of the Anzacs in Australian history and culture. The  service was 

also supported by the school cadets and band as well as local RSL and community leaders. 

Many staff and students were also involved in the various services in Biloela. A large contingent of the 

school community marched at both the Biloela and Thangool services. At the Biloela service  

school captain Jared presented a speech discussing the importance of the Anzacs and Gallipoli in the     

development of a nation, Australia, trying to establish itself on the international stage. He discussed the 

qualities like courage that resulted in nine Victorian Crosses in Gallipoli that become synonymous with    

Australia and the pride that these sacrifices fill people today with.  

Greta presented a speech at Thangool on the role of the horse both in Australian history and in the         

development of the Anzac legend. She discussed the history of the Light Horse and the impact they had on 

famous battles in WW1 like Beersheba. Finally, she linked this to the development of the qualities         

associated with Australia like courage, mateship, innovation, etc. The school cadets were actively involved 

throughout both services providing the honour guard. 

The students also created postcards to send to people currently serving in the Australian military            

expressing our gratitude in their service to the nation.  
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This year BSHS hosted the inaugural Combined Schools’ NAIDOC 

Day of Celebration with seven schools from around the Banana Shire 

participating.  The day began with a record number of people         

participating in the Community March through Biloela to the high 

school oval where the celebrations were staged. 

Participating community members arrived at the celebrations by enter-

ing through a Smoking Ceremony performed by Traditional Owners – 

Gungulu People.   

Again this year the Welcome to  Country 

was given by Gungulu Elder, Aunty Rosie 

Toby before the large crowd enjoyed   

stories and performances from Warriors’ 

Descendants. 

The Combined Schools’ NAIDOC Day of 

Celebration would not be possible without 

the ongoing and generous support of our 

sponsors; Batchfire Resources and CS     

Energy. 

 By Claire Larson 

Teacher 

NAIDOC  
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Lions 
Youth 
of the 

Year 
On Wednesday 20th March, four of our Year 12 students participated in the annual Lions Youth of the Year 

competition. Students were interviewed during the day, before presenting a five minute prepared speech, 

and two impromptu questions, where they needed to respond for two minutes.  

This year’s impromptu topics were:   

 If you had a time machine, where in time would you like to travel: past or future, and why? 

 If Biloela had a flood similar to North Queensland, what do you think your contingency plan would 

be for recovery? 

Our contestants this year were: Greta, Zoe, Noah and Jared. Each student presented well and were great  

ambassadors for our school and youth. I am immensely proud of each of them. This year, the winners were: 

Jared (Callide Valley Lions Club) and Greta (Theodore Lions Club). Greta, who also competed last year, 

won the Public Speaking award on the night. These two students will go on to the Regional Finals in     

Tannum Sands. We wish them both the best of luck. 

Congratulations to all students on their hard work and professional presentations on the night. Well done!    

I would also like to thank the Lions club, and National Australia Bank for holding this rewarding annual 

competition.            By Glen George  

              Teacher 

On Saturday 6th April, Jared travelled to Brisbane to participate in the State Finals of Lions Youth of the 

Year. As part of this competition, Jared participated in an interview, answered two impromptu questions 

and performed a pre-prepared speech.  

The two impromptu questions were: 

 What are some strategies that would allow older   

generations to be included in culture? 

 Should people be ashamed to admit watching 

reality TV? 

We are extremely proud of how Jared performed 

throughout this competition. 

    

 By Heather Murry 

 Principal 
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Brain Bee Championships  
State Final 

BSHS year 10 students Libby, Ben, Scott and Adam 
were among the 120 students from across the state  
who qualified for the Queensland State Finals of the  
International Brain Bee.  
 
These four budding neuroscientists headed down to Brisbane 
and had a day competing against some of Queensland’s  
 brightest science students and learning about some of the latest exciting  
   research into the brain.  
 
      After hearing directly from researchers about their findings, students took part in      
 both individual and group challenges and toured the amazing facilities. While 
 our team didn’t make the podium, it was a fantastic experience to visit the     
 University of Queensland and the Queensland Brain Institute.  

   
   Congratulations Libby, Ben, Scott and Adam on your  
       achievement!   
  

By Libby Haswell  
Teacher     

   Have you ever wondered what would happen  

  if part of    your brain disappeared?  

 

Four of our year 10 students would be able to tell you  

  by explaining the case of Phineas Gage, a man whose  

    frontal cortex was damaged while working on the  

   railroads. This was one of the many questions  

   asked as part of the Queensland Brain Bee.  
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Readers  

Cup 

Our Junior Secondary Students dominated in the 
Capricornia Readers Cup Challenge in Gladstone 
this year. 

This competition requires students to read six 
books and answer six rounds of quiz questions 
with two questions from each book in each round. 
The students must be congratulated for their hard 
work and dedication to read and remember       
intricate details about their set books! 

The Year 7 team ‘The Bilo Bookies’ were the 
WINNING team in the Year 7/8 category and are 
now off to the State Finals in Brisbane in         
September and will attend the Brisbane Writers 
Festival. This prize comes with a chance to work 
with some famous authors. 

We were lucky enough to take away two Year 9 
teams who competed in the Year 9/10 category.  

‘Us Can’t REED’ came in as second place getters 
and ‘WE, the TWIGS’ came in fourth. 

Thank you to Ms Johnston our librarian for       
organising the teams and holding regular team 
meetings as well as ordering the novels. Thank 
you to the parents who supported their child/
children by allowing them to read late into the 
night and to those parents who drove students to 
the competition and graded quiz papers on the 
day. 

    By Halena Hall 

    HOD English & Literacy 

The Bilo Bookies—WINNERS 

Us Can’t REED—2nd place 

We, the TWIGS 

4th place 
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QMEA  
ignites imaginations and delivers opportunities  
 

Beakers Bots Build – Year 9 Excursion 6th August 

Beakers.Bots.Build is an opportunity for selected students to engage in higher order 
thinking activities for Year 9 students from QMEA schools. Students worked in 
mixed school (Biloela SHS and Moura SHS) groups to complete three different    
challenges, all related to Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM). During the day, students had the chance to work with an industry            
professional currently working in the resource sector from Dawson Mine - Moura. A 
presentation provided by the professionals detailing their own study/career pathway 
with a Q & A session and students gained insight regarding careers available within 
the mining sector, including some new applications of remote operating and           
diagnostic imagery. 

Trade Camp – Year 12 “Make It Now” Week 10 Term 3  

A week to explore ‘real life’ hands on teamwork and industry protocols!  

Three Year 12 BSHS students (Andrew Perrett, Eli Sermon, and Noah   
Chapman) were selected via application through the school, based on their 
skills, future vocational pathway, and interest in hands on work.                 
Unfortunately, due to Eli sustaining an injury, only Andrew and Noah    
ttended. These students attended a five-day program based at Moura SHS to 
complete trade-based challenges in groups. Mixed sex groups from both 
Moura SHS and Biloela SHS, alongside tradespeople/apprentices had just 4 
days to complete their project of a working, motorised pushbike.  Students 
participated in activities including orientation, safety induction, fabrication, 
mechanical and electrical training tasks, and took part in an industry tour of 
Dawson Mine (Anglo American).  Many thanks to Dawson Mine and 
QMEA, in assisting with the tour.   

Toolkit Day 15th August  

The “Toolkit for School Kids” workshop was a one-day program that gave 
selected Year 10 students the opportunity to find out more, and participate in 
some practical activities in the Minerals and Energy Sectors, such as        
electrical circuits, pneumatics, and unit conversions/tools.  The event was 
hosted by Moura SHS and Anglo American and students had the              
opportunity to speak to resources industry personal who are currently   
working in this   industry, such as apprentices and tradespeople. 

STEM Day 16th October 

Students at Moura State High School welcomed Biloela SHS students and 
worked collaboratively in groups to complete a series of science,            
technology, engineering and math based challenges based on the different 
disciplines of science and engineering-related professions. General Manager 
of Anglo American’s Dawson Mine, Clarence Robertson, said his team   
enjoyed the opportunity to work with local students.    

“Our team members really enjoy taking part in these events and helping to 
encourage students to continue to choose STEM pathways into Year 10,” 
Mr Robertson said. “There are a variety of locally-based, rewarding careers 
available in our industry in STEM-related fields and we can really highlight 
some of those opportunities,” he said.  It was fabulous to see terrific      
teamwork from both schools to complete the challenges.  

I wish to thank all students and teachers who participated in QMEA events 
this year – it is a most exciting time for STEM and Industry!  

Rebecca Allen 

Teacher p. 18 



Cattle Team 
Callide Valley Show 

On the long weekend of the 17th-19th   May, 
the Cattle Show Team loaded up our 3   
heifers after school and headed down to the 
wash bay at the Biloela showgrounds.     
Captain Helena D organised the team in 
shifts, and looked forward to taking our 
Brahman in the ring. It was a tough            
competition throughout, and the students 
did an excellent job of both showing, and 
parading. Droughtmaster heifer, Sweet 
Dreams, placed third in her class, and    
Blondie placed second in lead heifer.  
Our students performed very well with    
almost everyone leaving the show with a 
ribbon. On the Friday we had prime judging 
and many nerves were floating around. For 
some, it was only their second time      
speaking in front of a big crowd, however, 
dressed in their blazers and good jeans they 
gave it their best shot. There were over 100 
students from Rockhampton Grammar, 
Monto SHS, St. Brendan's, and St Ursula’s, 
waiting to compete.  Amy Collins won her 
age group, and Ella Gardiner placed 5th in 
hers.  

Students took our cattle and others they could borrow, into the 
ring in hopes of gaining a ribbon. Abbie Dunn placed 5th in junior 
parades while doing a great job of holding onto a red Brahman. 
As the afternoon wore on, and the cattle grew restless in the 
sun, the stud judging was held. In stud judging students are 
placed in their respective age groups ; Ella G placed 1st, Nick M 
also 1st, Amy C placed 2nd, Imogen R placed 3rd, Adam D also 3rd, 
Kaylyn C placed 4th and Grace G placed 5th.  
Because Ella placed 1st in 15-25’s, she went on to represent      
Biloela’s sub-chamber at regional level (held directly after). She 
was against a variety of different people including our own grade 
12 student Greta Dunne, and some from Rockhampton, Mount 
Larcom, etc. While Ella did not place, she did represent our 
school proudly. Special congratulations to Greta Dunne, who 
won regional level, and will now go on to represent CQ at Ekka.   
A special mention of our produce, 6 out of the 9 entries placed 
1st. These included; oranges, corn, chillies, tomatoes, eggs and 
herbs.  
Overall, thank you to the students who dedicate their time and 
long weekends to showing cattle; making sure they are clean and 
presentable, and judging to the best of their abilities. We are  
extremely proud of this small team and their accomplishments 
this year. Thank you to all the people who made this show      
season possible, including Rachel Williams and Neil Van Itallie.  
        By Marian Cowen 
        Teacher 

The team  

Ella, Nic, Amy,    
Adam, Imogen, 
Grace, Helena, 

and Abbie  
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Congratulations to Lucy Johnston and 

Rachel Melville, who were recently 

selected to attend the State Honours 

Ensemble Program (SHEP) Capricornia 

2019. 

Congratulations to Jake Lipsys, Emma 

Cullen, John Purcell, and Grace     

Howard, who were recently selected to 

attend the State Honours Ensemble  

Program (SHEP) Middle School 2019. 

Instrumental    Music         

 

2019 has been a year of opportunity for the Instrumental Music Program. Beginning in March  

2019, students travelled to Rockhampton for State Honours Ensemble Program (SHEP) Capricornia, and 
SHEP Middle School.   

In April, students performed at a Rotary Conference in a woodwind ensemble, where they received an    
invitation to perform – in a fully funded venture, thanks to Rotary – at a Music Festival in Yeppoon in   
October. Students will share the stage with their peers from Moura and Theodore to form a massed band 
for the event. 

Also in May was the annual Eisteddfod, where students performed as a band, and as two small            
ensembles. The Chamber Ensemble won the event, with second place going to the “Thrilling” percussion 
ensemble! 

In amongst all this, students still performed their school duty as “In-house Entertainers” for ANZAC 
Day, Investiture Parades and Showcase Parade. As always, the year will conclude with the annual  
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Athletics  

Carnival 

2019 Age Champions 

12 Years Girls – Temahia Onekawa 12 Years Boys – Connor Emerson 

13 Years Girls – Zoey Johnson 13 Years Boys– Lincoln Goodger 

14 Years Girls – Bailey White 14 Years Boys– Subin Tran 

15 Years Girls– Chloe Winnett 15 Years Boys – Efram Gela 

16 Years Girls – Emily Authurs 16 Years Boys – Ethan Spratt 

Open Girls – Taylor Hei Open Boys – Mitchell Lower 

 

The annual school Athletics Carnival has  always been one of 
the most highly anticipated carnivals of the year and 2019    
certainly didn’t disappoint, with records being broken and    
student participation at an all-time high. Despite  being an-
nounced as points leader at the end of the first day, Burnett fell 
flat on the second, finishing the carnival in fourth place overall 
with 1408 points. Flinders rallied hard on the second day,      
ultimately finishing on an impressive 2084 points and winning 
the carnival. Lavarack finished a not too distant second place 
with 1821 points and Paterson claim third with a respectable 
1575 points. 

We now wait expectantly to see how our top athletes perform at 
the Port Curtis trials. We wish all our students competing the 
best of luck. Lastly, a huge thank you must go to all the school 
staff, community members and Little Athletics Club volunteers 
who worked so tirelessly to make the carnival a success. A   
special mention must also go to Ray Robins, Francis Moretti, 
Colin Authurs, and Jodie Goodger for their assistance with the 
track and field events at the carnival. We could not have done it 
so smoothly or successfully without them. Here’s to another 
successfully carnival in 2020. We cannot wait!    

By Rob Singleton  

     HOD HPE, Teaching and Learning 
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15th Feb 

 

Friday the 15th of February saw the annual rivalry between the four great houses of 
Biloela reignited, as they took to the pool to find out who would be crowned kings 

of the swimming carnival in 2019. The house captains were first up with an       
electrifying noodle relay to start the day. Over the course of the day, we saw great 
swims by many competitors with house champion Taylor Heid from house Paterson 
breaking records in the 17 years, 50 Backstroke, 50 Breaststroke and 100 Free. 
Dean Zahnleiter, Tayla Dickson and Lachlan Giles also set records in the 100m 

freestyle as well the Relay teams from Lavarack in the 16 years girls, Flinders in the 
17 years boys and Paterson in the 17 years girls. The Carnival ended with a     
showdown between the teachers in the staff relay, with house Paterson taking the 
win. However, at the end there must be one winner, congratulations to Lavarack for   
winning the Participation Trophy and Flinders for winning the swimming carnival.  

By Michael Cooper 

Teacher 
2019  Age Champions 

Boys Girls 

  12 yrs-  Joshua Matheson 

  13 yrs- Lincoln Goodger 

  14 yrs- Eli Blake 

  15 yrs- Tiger Irvine 

  16 yrs- Lachlan Giles 

  17 yrs- Eli Sermon 

  12 yrs- Laney Nichols 

  13 yrs- Tayla Dickson 

  14 yrs- Zarly Manwaring 

  15 yrs- Libby Zahnleiter 

  16 yrs- Danika Knight 

  17 yrs- Taylor Heid 
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The 2019 Cross Country was full of excitement, even the rain couldn’t put 
a dampener on our spirits. This year it was amazing to see all students in 
the school engage with our carnival. Every student this year either;     
competed, participated or helped out. After all events had run the students 
were rewarded with ice blocks. Alas there must be a winner. The winners 
of the 2019 cross country shield was Flinders.  

CROSS    
COUNTRY 

Compete    Participate    Help Out    Have Fun 

Age champions for 2019  

Opens: Daniel Heit & Taylor Heid 

16 years: Ben Heit & Emily Authurs 

15 years: Tim Cullen & Rachel Melville 

14 years: Lucas McNee & Charlie Barsby 

13 years: Adam Simpkins & Imogen Wright 

12 year: Conner Emerson & Temahia Onekawa 

On the 8th of August four teams travelled 

to Gladstone for an Interschool Touch 

Football competition. We had a boys and 

a girls team from grade 9/10, and a boys 

and a girls team from grade 11/12. We were very 

impressed by their efforts during both the touch  

football games and their renditions of various       

popular songs on the bus.  

Congratulations to Sam Steger, Ella Gardiner, Jackson 

Davis and Emily Winnett who were awarded Best and 

Fairest from their teams. 

Trials 

PC Athletics 
On the 23rd and 24th of July, 30 students went to 

Gladstone to trial for selection in the Port Curtis 

Athletics team. Almost half of our students 

placed in their events and we have 13 students 

representing Port Curtis in Mackay for their  

chosen events and are hoping to secure a place 

in the Capricornia Athletics team. Some of our 

students placed in multiple events, and we had 

Lucas McNee, Gabriel Dos Santos and Mitchell 

Lower who finished as Age Champions at the 

trials. It is wonderful to see our great school so 

well represented at Port Curtis Trials. 

Interschool Touch Football 
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On the 13th of August, I had 
the privilege of taking a junior 
and a senior netball team to 
Rockhampton for the Vicki 
Wilson Cup/Shield. This  
competition is run by Netball 
Queensland so it was a very special carnival to be part of. I was very proud of the girls and how they conducted    
themselves on and off the court, as well as their game play. It was a huge day of netball with the junior and senior 
girls playing seven and nine games  respectively. Both teams had wins, draws and losses and all represented BSHS        
brilliantly! We couldn’t have made it through the day without our wonderful girls mums who helped supervise, 
coach and manage the teams. Thank you ladies for coming, helping, and supporting school sport    
               By Jessica Austin, Teacher 

Compete    Participate    Help Out    Have Fun 

Vicki   

Netball 
Wilson 

QLD Secondary Schools  
Tennis Competition 

On Friday the 16th of August, myself and one of our dedicated mums 
and local tennis coach, Mrs Helan Ambrey took 17 students to     

Rockhampton for the QLD Secondary Schools Tennis Competition. 
All of our teams played excellent tennis, but the senior boys showed 
their athleticism beating Toolola High in the final and winning the 

competition.  

Owen Ambrey, Noah Bongers, Jared Cullen and Stuart Arnold will be 
traveling back to Rockhampton in Week 10 to compete against the 
best schools in QLD. All the best, boys!  

 On Wednesday the 18th of September, we took over 70 students 
 to the annual Biloela Netball Association Interschool Carnival. It 

was an extremely enjoyable day and we appreciated the effort the 
Biloela Netball Association put in to ensure it was smooth sailing.  
Our students made us proud, as usual, and played their hearts out 
despite the very warm day.  

A special mention to our year 12s who participated in their very last interschool netball         
carnival. We are already looking forward to next year!    By Jessica Austin 
               Teacher 

Inter  

Netball 
School 
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SKI TRIP 
On the 29th of June, 27 bright-eyed and bushy-tailed year 12s left for the snow trip of lifetime. The week 

was full of awesome highs (not just the altitude) and some character building lows (stacks of them) with 

laughs, adventure and national enlightening in between.  

The group started off learning how to read departure boards and passed the time in an airport putting their 

skills to the test. On arrival at the YHA it was time to hunt and gather food in the big smoke taking to the 

streets of Canberra. All survived fed with a new skill set in their navigation repertoire.  

The students immersed in the wonderful world of science at the Questacon Centre and in awe of the     

Australian Institute of Sport Facilities. Some were happy to get their shooting hoops fix while others      

enjoyed challenging each other in races and throwing games.  

For a bunch of bush kids, the students took to the snow like artic foxes and polar bears – different           

capabilities but in their element. The students worked hard throughout their lessons and made the most of 

their time refining their skills; staying out on the slopes right until the last minute… even sometimes after. 

The amount of persistence to improve displayed by the students was a stand out from day one and paid off 

by the end with nearly all students nailing the basic techniques to ski and snowboard comfortably by the 

end of Thursday.  

Friday brought a day of wonder and education thanks to the generous PACER Rebate scheme that sponsors 

students to visit iconic venues when in Canberra. The students respectfully explored the Australian War 

Memorial reflecting on the nation’s history and the role Australia has played over the years in conflict and 

peacekeeping. They toured the Parliament Houses; both old and new; getting involved in political role-

plays and sitting where all the action happens – the House of Representatives and the Senate. Thanks to the 

once in a lifetime visits to the Parliament Houses and Australian War memorial, the students returned with 

a thorough understanding of Australian politics, history of democracy, Australian war involvement and 

peacekeeping.  

On the last night, the growth in the students really shone. Canberra was no longer scary as they confidently 
headed off to get dinner and settle back in for the night knowing they had an early morning ahead of them. 
Not so bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, the group returned with the sunrise out the plane window to see them 

into Gladstone. It was a truly magical way to end a great trip with an outstanding group of students and a 
fantastic teacher team. Thank you to all involved for making the most of it in true Biloela SHS style.  

Tamasin Roeger 

Year 12 Coordinator 
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Biloela State High School 2019 Formal 
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Oi boys, watch this 
What is happening at 

teens tonight 

Bro,,,,did you seriously just talk 

during independent reading 

time 

Senior  

Quotes 

5 foot 1 but attitude 6 

foot 2 
She’ll be right mate Ohhhh Geeeeezzzzz 

I’m scared, you do it No pain no gain 
We’ve finished 

school finally 

Yeah nah, you get that 

on the big jobs mate 

Oi, yeah nah,  

don’t get it. 

I don’t procrastinate, I 
simply wait until I am 

older and therefore wiser 

You boys talkin 

smack? 
When’s this due?? 

 Guys I forgot to  

pre-order my chicken  

Was it worth staying … 

You tell me 
OI, should we be late 

I’m so stressed, I’ve cried 

like 5 times today 

Okay but hear me out: Harry 

Styles….as my husband 

I’m losing brain cells 

right now 

Italian hands 

I’d get around it 
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I don’t so quotes.  

Can I interest you in a  

sarcastic comment? 

Chitty Chitty  

Bang Bang 
321 LET GO 

I’m not competitive, I 

just like to win 

Jesus can turn water into 

wine, but I can turn your girl 

into mine 

That’s funnnyy 
So….Are you Asian or   

Chinese? Hmmmm both 
MIIISSSSSSSSS 

It’s been magical but 

I’m done 

I used to think I was   

indecisive but now I’m not 

too sure... 

Either my ankles hate me 

or the ground loves me 

Pro tip: not at school 

Don’t believe in yourself, 

believe in me that believes in 

you 

Is the tide in or out?  

Lauren we’re at the dam 

100% napped my way 

through year 12 

Love that for me 
Always late but 

worth the wait 
Oi boys call me Ace 

Imagine losing your 

licence, can’t relate 
No Sharee, I was just checking 

to see if gravity still works 

If you’re good at something 
never do it for free.  

That’s why I’m poor 

Nothing more powerful 

than a good story 
We agree to disagree but 

I’m right, so suck a rock 
Brekky anyone Lilly, did you just fall? 
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YEAR 7 CAMP 
 

 

 

The Year 7 camp provided students 
with numerous opportunities to 
build their relationships with their 
peers and their teachers. It also 
gave them the chance to develop 
their leadership qualities while              
receiving a better understanding 
into the idea of belonging and     
purpose. Over the course of the 
camp, the students were split into 
four groups to complete each activi-
ty. It was awesome to see the team 
work and bonds created in these 
groups as the camp went on.  

The camp was held at Coolwaters Discovery Parks in Yeppoon - an 
ideal location as it offered close access to the beach and fantastic 
facilities for our use. The water slides were definitely one of the  
major highlights of the camp.  
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Students participated in a 
large variety of team building 
activities where students 
would have to work together 
as a team to achieve a      
common goal. The year     
seven’s were also able to use 
the waterslides and pool after 
the rotations were complete 
and Thursday was finished off 
with a night walk on the 
beach which we shared with 
a few of the  local ghost 
crabs.  

COOL WATERS, YEPPOON 

 

On behalf of all of the students and myself, I would like to give a 
massive thank you to all of the teachers who played a  part in 
bringing this camp together to be as successful as what it was. 
Thank you to Ms Dunstan, Miss Billens, Chappy Dan and Mr Hall 
for all of your support and enthusiasm throughout the duration 
of the camp.  

    By Zane Javernig  Year 7 Coordinator 

The camp was a major success and I am 
very much looking forward to working 
closely with this cohort. They made me 
proud to be their Year Level Coordinator.   

.  
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Biloela High’s year 12 Geography class participated in a three day camp to Great Keppel Island to collect   
primary data on biodiversity so they could investigate the human impacts on ecosystems. 
The students walked to prominent landmarks like the first European homestead on the island, snorkelled on 
the fringe reefs at Monkey Beach and explored Putney and Leeke’s Beach. The students collected data on a 
wide range of endemic species on the island like echidnas and a rare species of angel fish only found on the 
reefs around Keppel. They also identified introduced species like goats, dogs and lantana and the impact they 
were having.  
Part of the assignment was also to collect evidence on the human impacts on the environment. In this area   
students looked at the old resort on the island that has been left to slowly be destroyed by the elements. They 
also looked at the erosion management strategies used to protect Hideaway Resort from weather events like 
storms and cyclones. 
This data will then be used to create a field trip report evaluating the recent proposal to renovate the facilities 
on the island and justify decisions using social, economic and environmental criteria.  
 
            By Dean Brewer   
            HOD Humanities & Junior Secondary 

Year 12 Geography Camp 
Keppel Island 
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ASDAN Camp Wipe-Out 

The year 8/9 ASDAN class canoed over to Pelican Point 

for a one night camp trip.     

When we arrived to the Callide Dam we saw that Nige’s 

boat had fallen off and he had hurt his arm, that’s when all 

our faces went blank. When we placed the canoes in the 

water and started heading off you could just see the red  

faces struggling. We had a couple of tips but we all got in 

there and helped each other and got it done.  When we    

arrived everyone was relieved. We started setting up the 

tents as the sun was setting. We were all tired and pretty 

grumpy. Then it was time to cook our dinner while we had 

ants crawling up our legs. When we were all settled down 

we all sat in a circle and Miss Hyland asked us a couple of 

questions about the camp and what we had learnt along the 

way. We celebrated Kenzie’s birthday with s’mores and a 

candle. THEN, we thought we could head off to bed, but 

no, we had to get up and get our shoes on and go red claw 

hunting. Nige had found a red claw and gave it to me. My 

heart was beating so fast I didn’t want it to bite me. We 

were all tired and couldn’t wait to go to bed.   

Then that morning we got an early start and canoed over to 

another part of the Pelican Point. We did a mystery       

challenge. I tell you what, it was one of the hardest things 

I’ve ever done. The mystery challenge was a whole lot of 

ropes tied to a tree and we had to go over or under them 

without touching the ropes. We had some arguments but in 

the end we all got in there and helped each other out and 

got it in the end. It started to get late so we headed back to 

the camp site and started packing up our stuff and headed 

off back to school. It was a great experience and a great 

camp. Thanks to Miss Roeger, Miss Hyland, Miss Murry, 

Chappy Dan and Chappy Nige for supporting us and taking 

us on camp. 

Written by Majella Sauer 
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Year 10 Camp- Emu Gully Adventure Camp 
Day 1: 

On the 26th of November, 47 year 10 students along with Miss Pickels, Mr Singh and Chappy Dan Gordon, 
boarded the bus and embarked on their journey to Emu Gully Adventure Camp. Students arrived at Minden 
Retreat that afternoon and settled in for the night, ready for an early start the next morning. 

Day 2: 

We arrived at Emu Gully the next morning and excitement was in the air. We met our awesome instructors 
for the first time and students formed their sleeping groups, set up their campsites and received their first 24
-hour ration pack. 

We got straight into the action. Group Alpha braved Templeton’s Crossing, which is modelled off the     
Kokoda trail, and Group Bravo worked together to tackle the Hindenburg Line and Bringing Up the Guns 
activity. Both of these activities required students to communicate, work together and build trust in their 
team. Everyone enjoyed the well-deserved dam swim in the afternoon. 

At night, students were educated about the Battle of the Nek, the sacrifice diggers made and the mateship 
they showed. 

Day 3: 

On our second day at Emu Gully, students learned about the Malayan Campaign from both Japanese and 
Australian perspectives. They experienced both forms of transport that the different forces used in this   
campaign. In Malayan One students simulated Japanese transport by riding bikes through a trail and had the 
challenge of building a bridge across a creek. 

In Malayan Two, students experienced how Aussies travelled by buggies. Students had a blast driving 
around the tracks.  

Mateship was the word of the day. Students performed a skit to demonstrate what mateship means to them. 
They definitely showed mateship in their activities by encouraging and cheering each other on to make it 
through the challenges. 

Day 4: 

Resilience was the focus for our third and last day of camp. Students toughed the hot weather to make the 
most out of their final day. Alpha and Bravo swapped to complete Templeton’s and Hindenhurg/Bringing 
Up the Guns. In the afternoon, the communication, teamwork and trust they had built over the past two days 
was tested with The Bridge and Western Front Activities. 

Day 5: 

47 tired students and 3 exhausted teachers boarded the bus to travel back to Biloela. They gave it their all 
and left with new friends, memories and valuable experiences. The instructors and teachers were extremely 
impressed and proud of the challenges the students pushed through and the mateship and encouragement 
demonstrated all week.  

Mikaela Pickles 

Teacher 

Bridge building- Malay One Western Front Activity Fun on the buggies On our way! 

Hindenburg Line Activity ‘Shopping’ for gear and rations Hearing about the Battle of the Nek Trenches 
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Jimmy Bryant was a Year 12 student in 2016 who 
sadly lost his life in a car accident that year. Jimmy’s 
parents Barb and Tony, created Jimmy Bryant’s   
Outback Youth Support to promote road safety. To 
support this organisation, Year 12 Life Skills class 
hosted a JBOYS Free Dress Day on Thursday 30th 
May. The day was very successful with the majority 
of staff and students turning out in either bright or   
tie dye colours. Senior students sold JBOYS         
merchandise. Barb and Tony were extremely grateful 
that the Biloela State High School continue to support 
this cause.  

By Darcy, Year 12 Student  

ROADCRAFT 

This course is two days of intensive driver training 
with Road Craft in Gympie sponsored by JBoys So 

many valuable skills were learnt over the two days in-
cluding: in-car awareness of other vehicles and road 
hazards, dangers and distractions while driving:       

including looking away for one second can be the    
difference between life and death. Safe steering,    
emergency braking, anti-lock brake systems, in-car 

handling while emergency braking, wet weather 
braking and cornering     
    By Kath Zischke  HOD 

JBOYS Ball 
 

Throughout the JBOYS Ball our senior students    
volunteered to assist in the smooth running of the 
evening. Several students were involved with setting 
up and decorating the venue and some 20 students 
were involved doing meal preparation, wait staff and 
clean up. The students did a great job and the       
feedback from the chefs along with people who     
attended the dinner was the students were              
professional, well mannered and did a great job. Well 
done. 

Gavin Hams 

HOD Technology & VET 

Student V Teachers Touch football 
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On Friday 26th of August became a very chilly day for nine Year 11 students who bravely shaved or cut their 
hair to help raise money for the Leukaemia Foundation’s ‘World’s Greatest Shave’. Not only did these students 
sacrifice their long hair (some of whom had been growing for two years), but they also raised funds to help    
support people who are undergoing treatment for blood cancers. At the time of writing this article, the tally     
officially sits at over $1700, however there is still lots of money to count yet. I would like to say a big thank you 
firstly to the students who not only volunteered their hair, but also helped fundraise both at school and within the 
community. Thank you to Shonnel Davis who volunteered her time and tools to help us with the shaving and  
cutting (and who managed to get through eight shaved heads in a very short amount of time). Thanks also goes to 
everyone who donated money, whether it be some loose change on Friday as students passed tins around, or   
significant donations through our fundraising website (which is still open). With the money we have raised so 
far, we have been able to help a family going through treatment to attend a support program, provide a weeks’ 
worth of accommodation to a regional family during treatment, or provide transport for people who are too ill to 
drive  after chemotherapy. While the students may be missing their hair they should be proud of what they have 
achieved for people in the wider community.         Kate Kowitz  
              Year 12 Level Coordinator 
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Halloween Free dress day 
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This year our Student Support and Wellbeing team included  

Guidance Officer – Teresa Riley  

Youth Support Coordinator – Megan Muller 

 Chaplain – Dan Gordon   

School Based Youth Nurse – Letitia Missingham.  

Industry Liaison Officer Glen Jarvis has now moved into the role of Executive 
Assistant in the Admin Team and Tamara Moretti is the new ILO.  

Activities that the student support and wellbeing team undertook and supported 
this year included: 

 Breakfast Club 

 A2B 

 Rock and Water programs 

 Year 7 Camp 

 Year 10 Uni and  

    TAFE excursions 

 Year 11 Uni Trip 

 Roadcraft 

 Lovebites 

 Feeling Fantastic 

 

By Teresa Riley 

Guidance Officer 
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Adventures with Chappy 
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Work Experience 
Over 145 students completed work experience placements in 

our community. A massive thank you to our communities’ 

local business providers and schools for hosting students. 

Many students took advantage of the work experience       

program over school holiday period.  

Work experience placements give students the opportunity to 

be out in the community, discover new skills, and gain a    

better understanding of their career goals and lifestyle    

choices. Allowing students to clearly set goals for pathway 

planning for their futures. Enabling students to truly learn 

what it will take to be the very best version of themselves.   
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VET- VOCATIONAL, EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

VET Cert II in Electro technology  

This year twelve, grade 11 students began studying for a Cert II in Electro technology. This is only the second 

time this course has been offered at Biloela State High School. Students are able to obtain qualifications enabling 

them to widen their skill base, knowledge and work opportunities while providing them with ability to further 

study pathways. The course was delivered by CQ University at their study centre here in Biloela. 

VET Cert II in Resources and Infrastructure Workplace Preparation Program 

This Certificate II in Resources and Infrastructure Work Preparation is a pathway qualification and will prepare 

an individual to undertake the Certificate III RIWP. Biloela State High had 11, grade 12 students completed this 

program. This qualification reflects the roles of individuals who perform mainly routine tasks and procedures,  

using limited practical skills and fundamental operational knowledge, and taking some responsibility for the   

quality of the work outcomes.  

By Tamara Moretti 

Industry Liaison Officer 

VET- VOCATIONAL, EDUCATION 

AND TRAINING  

School Based apprenticeships and traineeships  

Over the past 12 months, 20 students began or continued 

their school based apprenticeships or traineeship. From 

these employment agreements, eight students from grade 

12 have completed Certificate III qualifications in their 

chosen fields. and will now be able to utilise the skills and 

knowledge they have gained throughout their school based 

apprenticeships and traineeships, and use it in their future 

vocations.  

Four year 12 students will be transferring over into        

full-time employment, others have decided to continue 

their education at university.  

The grade 11 students will be continuing working towards, 

the completion of their qualifications as they move into 

grade 12. 

 Congratulations to all students on a successful year. 
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Year 7 Cockatoo artwork  
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Artmix year 10 skate board project 
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Emily Winnett Jordan Rowe 

Jorja Morrish 

Kim-

Libby Knapman 

Charlley McQuade Hall 

Shanika McLachlan 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
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