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Communicating our 
preparedness

• All teachers of senior subjects have attended 
professional development run by QCAA

o 23 syllabus sessions

o 27 teachers attended (some multiple sessions)

• All teachers have completed online modules on 
Assessment literacy courses provided by QCAA

• Senior leaders planning

• Cluster planning & moderation meetings



• Define course content, which will be organised 
into four units (units 1 & 2 developmentally less 
complex than units 3 & 4)

• Inform teaching

• Outline assessment requirements

• Include instrument specific marking guides for 
each school-based assessment

New syllabuses



Valid and reliable assessment





About the qce

The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is 
Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification.  It 
provides evidence of senior schooling achievements.

The flexibility of the QCE means that students can choose 
from a wide range of learning options to suit their interests 
and career goals.  

The New QCE



QCE REQUIREMENTS

The New QCE



The New QCE



The New QCE



Within the set pattern, there are three categories – Core, 
Preparatory and Complementary.

The New QCE



The New QCE
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The New QCE



The New QCE



The New QCE



COMPLETED CORE REQUIREMENT

Students must complete a Core course of study from 
beginning to end to contribute to the 12 credits.

In a General or Applied subject, Core credits can only 
contribute if a student completes all 4 units and achieves a 
grade of C or better in the Unit 3 & 4 pair.

VET qualification credits contribute to Core when a student 
completes a Certificate II, III or IV.

The New QCE



The New QCE

Students need to focus on passing 
five subjects to get their QCE



Subject

Units studied

QCE creditsUnit 1
(S, U)

Unit 2
(S, U)

Unit 3 & 4
(A – E)

English U S C

Mathematical Methods S U

General Mathematics C

Food and Nutrition S S B

Earth & Environmental 
Science

S S C

Business Studies S S B

Legal Studies U

Drama S A

Total QCE credits

3*

2*

1*

4*

4*

4*

0

3
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Do they get their QCE?



Subject

Units studied

QCE creditsUnit 1
(S, U)

Unit 2
(S, U)

Unit 3 & 4
(A – E)

Essential English S S A

Essential Mathematics S U C

Tourism U U

Visual Art in Practice S S A

Media Arts in Practice U S B

Certificate II in Rural 
Operations

100% complete

Certificate III in Fitness 50% complete

Total QCE credits

4*

0

3*

4*

3*

4*

4

22

Do they get their QCE?



Subject

Units studied

QCE creditsUnit 1
(S, U)

Unit 2
(S, U)

Unit 3 & 4
(A – E)

Essential English S S A

Essential Mathematics S U D

Tourism U U

Visual Art in Practice S S A

Media Arts in Practice U U C

Certificate II in Rural 
Operations

100% complete

Certificate III in Fitness 50% complete

Total QCE credits

4*

0

1*

4*

2*

4*

4

19

Students need to focus on passing 
each semester



Certificate II in Skills for Work and 
Vocational Pathways

This will be occurring instead of Life Skills in year 11.  

2 lessons per week

4 QCE credit points

Literacy requirement

Numeracy requirement



All students should finish Year 11 with:

4 points from the Cert II Skills for Work 
and Vocational Pathways

and
1 point from the Short Course in Career 

Education (occurring in year 10)



QCE & ATAR

It is our aim that all Year 12 students 
finish their schooling with a QCE, to 

help them find success in their future 
pathway.

All students who wish to go to 
university also need to get an ATAR.



Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank

ATAR



ATAR



Comparison
OP vs ATAR



ATAR
English requirement



ATAR eligibility



ATAR
Example Study Patterns



Curriculum sessions



ATAR



General subjects: 

• Syllabus

• Assessment – 4 pieces / year

• External exam at end of year 12

• Endorsement & Confirmation

• Year 12 assessment added to give 
subject score out of 100

Subjects



Subjects

Applied Subjects:

•Approved study plan

•Assessment – generally 4 pieces/y

•Assessment quality assured at 
school



Curriculum



General subject: 

• English

Applied Subject:

• Essential English

Subjects



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 – 12

English Applied English

General English

Essential English

English

Subject progression



English – students need to achieve at 
least a C in Year 10 General English.

If students have not gained a C in Year 
10 General English, they should 
choose to study Essential English. 

Prerequisites



Curriculum



General Subjects:

• General Maths 

• Mathematical Methods 

• Specialist Maths 

Applied Subjects:

Essential Maths

Subjects



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 - 12

Maths Extension

Maths

Specialist Mathematics
Mathematical Methods

General Mathematics
Essential Mathematics

Subject progression



• General Maths – students need to attain at least a C 
achievement in the Year 10 Core Maths course 

• Maths Method –at least a B achievement in Year 10 
Extension Maths 

• Specialist Maths –at least a B achievement in the Year 
10 Extension Maths, preferably an A for success

• If students have not gained a C in Year 10 Core Maths, 
they should choose to study Essential Maths in Year 11 

Prerequisites



Students may choose:

• Essential Maths or

• General Maths or

• Mathematical Method or

• Mathematical Method & Specialist 
Maths. 

Subjects



Curriculum



General subjects: 

•Biology

• Chemistry

• Physics

• Psychology

Subjects



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 - 12

Science Biology Prep

Chemistry Prep

Earth & 
Environmental Prep

Physics Prep

Psychology Prep

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Psychology

Subject progression



• At least a B achievement in the 
preparatory course for the subject

Prerequisites



Curriculum



General subjects: 

•Accounting

• Legal Studies

Subjects

Applied Subjects:

•Business 
Studies

• Tourism



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 – 12

Humanities Accounting Prep

Business Prep

Legal Studies Prep

Tourism Prep

Accounting

Business Studies

Legal Studies

Tourism

Subject progression



General Subjects –at least a C in the 
year 10 preparatory course.

Applied Humanities Subjects- require 
a reasonable level of literacy

Prerequisites



Curriculum



General subject: 

• Physical Education

Applied Subject:

• Sport and Recreation

Subjects



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 – 12

HPE Physical Education 
Prep

Recreation Prep

Physical Education

Sport and 
Recreation

Subject progression



Physical Education: Students need a 
minimum grade of C in Year 10 Physical 
Education Preparation
Sport & Recreation: Students should 
have a minimum grade of C in Year 10 
Recreation Preparation

Prerequisite



The 
Arts

Curriculum



General subject: 

• Drama

• Music

Applied Subject:

• Drama in Practice

• Media Arts in Practice

• Visual Arts in Practice

Subjects



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 – 12

The Arts Art Prep

Drama Prep

Media Arts Prep

Music Prep

Visual Arts in Practice

Drama / Drama in 
Practice

Media Arts in Practice

Music

Subject progression



Prerequisite

Drama: should have received a minimum grade 
of C in year 10 Drama Preparation.

Music: should have received a minimum grade 
of C in year 10 Music Preparation.

Drama in Practice, Media Arts in Practice & 
Visual Art in Practice: no pre-requisite, but an 
interest in subject and willingness to meet 
deadlines.



Technologies & VET

Curriculum



General subjects: 
• Food & Nutrition

Applied Subjects:
• Building and Construction Skills
• Engineering Skills
• Hospitality Practices
• Agricultural Practices

VET subjects:
• Certificate II in Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways
• Certificate III in Fitness

Subjects



Year 7 – 9 Year 10 Year 11 – 12
Design 

Technologies
Building Skills Prep

Engineering Prep

Fitness Prep

Food & Nutrition Prep

Hospitality Prep

Agriculture Prep

Building & Construction 
Skills

Engineering Skills

Cert III Fitness

Food & Nutrition

Hospitality Practices

Agricultural Practices

Subject progression



Food and Nutrition At least a C achievement in year 10 Food 
and Nutrition preparation

Hospitality Practices At least a C achievement in year 10 
Hospitality Practices preparation

Engineering Skills At least a C achievement in year 10 
Engineering Skills preparation

Building and Construction At least a C achievement in year 10 Building 
& Construction preparation

Certificate III in Fitness Dedicated to studies and willing to put in 
extra time outside of school time to train 
clients

Ag Practices Willing to do physical work outside and work 
with animals

Prerequisites



School website



QCAA website

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/information-school-communities

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/information-school-communities


QTAC website

https://www.qtac.edu.au/for-parents

https://www.qtac.edu.au/for-parents


• For all year 10 students and potential students

• Year 10 classes collapsed

• Eight 30 minute sessions

• Six curriculum HODs, GO and SS DP

• Information on subject offerings, ATAR and the 
New QCE 

Year 10 Transition Day 1
Wednesday 22nd July



About the qce

All year 10 students have begun planning their QCE
pathway by completing their SET (Senior Education
and Training) plan in Short Course in Career
Education.

This assists them in choosing their senior course of
study.

Student and Parent/Carer will be having a 15 minute
interviews with an allocated HOD/HOSES/GO.

More information provided closer to the dates.

SET plans



• For all year 10 students and potential students

• Year 10 classes collapsed

• Students given year 11 timetable according to 
subjects chosen in term 3

• Subjects are 4 electives (not English or Maths)

• Subjects taught by potential teachers for 2020

• Taught first lesson

Year 10 Transition Day 2
Wednesday 28th October



About the qce

Subject Information week:

• begins Monday 24th August

SET plan interviews:

• Tuesday 25th August

Save the dates



OverviewOverview

Year
10 into 11 
Transition 
Program

Communication

* Newsletter

* Website

*FaceBook

Subject 
Information 

Evening

SET Plan 
Interviews

Subject Survey

+

Subject Line 
Selection

Two Student 
Experience Days

Parent 
Information 

Session



Parent 
Information 

Session

T2 W7

CANCELLED 
DUE TO 

COVID-19
RESTRICTIONS

Overview

Two 
Student 

Experience 
Days

T3 W2

T4 W4

Newsletter 
articles

+

School 
website

+

FaceBook
posts

Subject 
Information 

week
T3 W7

+

SET Plan 
Interviews

T3 W7

Subject 
survey

T3 W3

+

Subject 
Line 

Selection

T3 W7



Questions
• Please email questions to troac3@eq.edu.au

• Please keep reading the newsletter for updates

Thank you

mailto:troac3@eq.edu.au

